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By JAKE WRAY
Vancouver development company PC Urban is going against the grain by developing industrial property 
instead of residential.
Their project, IntraUrban, is a 167,000 
square foot industrial strata on Laurel 
Street at Southwest Marine Drive. 
Brent Sawchyn, PC Urban principal, 
said his company has found a develop-
ment niche.
“A few years ago, we stumbled onto 
building condominium units, if you will, 
for the light industrial crowd, or the 
small to medium size business users,” 
said Sawchyn. “It opened our eyes to an 
opportunity but also a problem that ex-
ists in Vancouver in that there’s essen-
tially no industrial land available.”
According to Sawchyn, 14 out of 42 
IntraUrban units have sold already.
SFU urban studies professor Peter 
Hall said new developments can keep 
industrial areas from falling into disre-
pair.
“Part of protecting industrial lands 
from encroachment by other urban 
uses is to make sure that they don’t be-
come blighted. Something like the In-
traUrban would give a relatively influ-
ential landowner some reason to make 
sure that the surrounding area doesn’t 
become blighted,” said Hall.
David Wachsmuth, a McGill Univer-
sity urban political economist formerly 
at UBC, said it’s important to have resi-
dential and industrial development.
“You want a city that has a certain 
level of balance between residents, em-
ployment and the rest, but specifically 
the problem with Vancouver’s housing 
market is that the enormous rise in 
housing prices just crowds out these 
other possible land uses, and so I think 
that these kinds of developments are 
very likely to be a very, very small slice 
of the real estate pie,” said Wachsmuth.
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TNC Juniors bowler Amanda Tang prepares to send her bowling ball down the lane at Town ’n Country Bowl on Saturday Feb. 20, 2016.
Bye bye bowling
By CHAHIRA MERARSI
A
fter over half a century, South 
Vancouver’s last remaining 10-
pin bowling alley could be clos-
ing its lanes for good. 
According to a rezoning application 
submitted to the City of Vancouver, Ser-
racan Properties wants to redevelop the 
land where Town ’n Country Bowl is lo-
cated. Their plan is to build a mixed-use 
commercial, residential, and communi-
ty development. 
If the application is approved, Town 
’n Country Bowl will close, a prospect 
worrisome to many in the Vancouver 
bowling community. 
Manager Mike Gerla has worked at 
the bowling alley for 28 years and been a 
partner for 20. He thinks the change is 
inevitable and all too common in the 
bowling world. 
“It’s going to happen. The building is 
very old,” Gerla said. “Unfortunately 
within this industry, [bowling alleys] 
are closing down rapidly.” 
In 2013, Vancouver bowlers lost the 
Varsity-Ridge 5-Pin Bowling Centre on 
the city’s west side. After 62 years, the 
Varsity-Ridge was also torn down.
Program director and head coach of 
the TNC Juniors, Dave Mayes, has been 
going to the Town ’n Country lanes for 
the past 40 years. Mayes, who hopes the 
bowling alley can find a new home, re-
members the days when the lanes were 
filled with bowlers.
“When I first started coaching here, 
we had 12 lanes going and five bowlers 
on a team, so we had 60 bowlers…we’ve 
got about 30 bowlers now,” Mayes said. 
“It’s like that all across Canada, if you 
look at the stats of registration and 
membership they’ve really dropped 
off.”
John Conicella, executive vice presi-
dent of Serracan, said via email that the 
company consulted the Sunset commu-
nity before submitting their application.
“In advance of a formal application 
being made, there was also a two year 
period of community engagement in-
cluding three open houses and a council 
endorsed Issues Report. From this in-
put, the plan and proposed application 
was made,” Conicella said. 
Gerla is still hopeful that the develop-
ment will be delayed.
“From what we’ve been told, rezon-
ing applications take anywhere from 10-
18 months to be approved. Then after 
that there’s building permits and demo-
lition permits which is another four to 
six months,” said Gerla. “We’re pretty 
convinced we’ve got a couple more 
years here at this location.”
Development could close lanes forever at historic bowling alley
Langara looking into a 
clearer course of action for 
reporting sexual assault 
MAGGIE ROSS
Chair of student 
conduct and 
judicial affairs
PC Urban is building for 
a business crowd, filling a 
need for industrial units
Company finds niche with new commercial units
By ROBERTO TEIXEIRA
Langara College wants to make it easier for students to report sexual assault.
The lack of a clear sexual assault 
policy can cause confusion, according 
to Maggie Ross, Langara’s chair of stu-
dent conduct and judicial affairs. Cur-
rently, Langara has separate protocols 
for students reporting sexual discrimi-
nation and sexual misconduct. 
The University of British Columbia 
is currently reviewing their sexual as-
sault policy, according to files from the 
Canadian Press. UBC expects a report 
in May that will inform a new policy. 
Last year, Ontario established a uni-
form sexual assault policy for 24 public 
colleges. Langara is looking to improve 
their policy as well.
Langara’s Human Rights policy cov-
ers sexual discrimination, while the 
Student Code of Conduct  covers sexual 
misconduct. Students are instructed to 
report incidents to security, but the col-
lege deals with reports in different 
ways. 
When the incident involves another 
student, complainants are directed to 
the office of Student Conduct and Judi-
cial Affairs. When a faculty or a staff 
member is implicated, they are direct-
ed to the Human Resources office.
“I think the two principles that our 
people are recognizing that are really 
important is upfront support. Most pol-
icies don’t have 
that, here or other 
places, they just 
don’t,” Ross said. 
“The other one is 
that it has to be 
easy for students. 
We are looking to 
have just one [poli-
cy]. That’s going to 
be really easy for 
students to find. 
With the proper ti-
tle they will know 
what it is so it’s not 
confusing.” 
Amanda Schultz, a first year English 
student at Langara, was researching 
sexual assault policies in post-second-
ary institutions for a class project, and 
found that the two different policies at 
Langara can cause confusion and deter 
students from reporting incidents. 
“For students to come forward, it has 
to be a simple way to do it,” Schultz 
said. “If not, they won’t report the vio-
lence because the trouble and exposure 
are just not worth it.” 
Assault 
recourse 
confusing
1	 Grandview Lanes
  2195 Commercial Dr.
  Vancouver, B.C.
 
2	 Commodore Lanes
  838 Granville St.
  Vancouver, B.C.
3	 The Zone Bowling 
Centre
  150-14200 
  Entertainment Blvd.
  Richmond, B.C.
4	 REVS Burnaby
  5502 Lougheed Hwy.
  Burnaby, B.C.
WHERE 
to bowl
“It opened 
our eyes 
to an oppor-
tunity but 
also a prob-
lem that 
exists in 
Vancouver
BRENT SAWCHYN
PRINCIPAL,
PC URBAN
At large 2
By LUIS MINA 
The upcoming minimum wage in-crease is too little to offset the cost of living in Vancouver, say some 
students and experts.
B.C.’s minimum wage will increase 
by 20 cents to $10.65 an hour in Septem-
ber; Shirley Bond, B.C.’s minister of 
jobs, tourism and skills training, is set 
to announce this increase in March. 
For students working 20 hours a week, 
that will amount to an extra $4 a week. 
This is an “insignificant increase” 
for working students, said Aaron Ek-
man, the secretary treasurer of the 
B.C. Federation of Labour, a workers 
advocacy organization.
Ekman said the minimum wage in-
crease means very little to students 
working part-time.
 “It means they’ll make a few extra 
dollars on their paycheque every pay 
period, so not a lot,” he said. 
Liam Pollard works at McDonald’s 
and is a first year computer science 
student at Langara. He says the mini-
mum wage is still “too little.”
“Vancouver is still the most expen-
sive city to live in, in Canada,” said Pol-
lard. “It doesn’t really help us.”
Krishna Pendakur, an economics 
professor at SFU, said via email, “Rais-
ing the minimum wage is unambigu-
ously good as a redistributive tool.” 
Pendakur said there is evidence that 
increasing the minimum wage to even 
$12 an hour will not affect the demand 
for low-wage workers. 
“This very small increase in the min-
imum wage is almost certainly good,” 
said Pendakur. 
 Chad Hortelano, a second year com-
puter science student, said the mini-
mum wage hike “could backfire and 
make everything more expensive.”
 “When you increase minimum 
wage, the problem is sometimes to 
make up for it, the guys who have to 
pay their employees will jack their 
prices up. It basically renders it moot,” 
said Hortelano.
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Wage hike too low: experts
Attacks not 
a South 
Van trend
By LINDA NGUYEN
F
or newcomers, joining an estab-
lished community can be daunting, 
especially if they speak a different 
language.  
On Saturday, South Vancouver Neigh-
bourhood House hosted the Newcomer 
Welcoming Event for Syrian refugees at 
their community centre. Over 80 Syri-
ans attended the event but were not al-
lowed to talk to media. For Arabic-
speaking refugees, Vancouver may not 
have enough languange resources to 
accommodate their needs.
Interpreters at the event said the Syr-
ians’ main concerns were finding per-
manent housing and finding Arabic-
speakers in Vancouver to help them 
learn how to integrate into Canadian 
society. 
 Translator Mohamed Ahmed recalls 
coming to Canada as a new immigrant 
and having no welcome reception.
“I decided if I go and help, they 
wouldn’t be having 
the same feelings I 
had. Because when 
we came, no one 
[spoke] Arabic,” 
said Ahmed. 
Koyali Burman, 
the community de-
velopment coordi-
nator, also said 
there are not 
enough Arabic re-
sources at the cen-
tre.
“One of the 
things which we 
are looking into creating, [is] a pool of 
volunteers who can speak different lan-
guages,” Burman said. “We are creating 
a translators-interpreters group, so that 
is our first step to do that.”
The event consisted of a general info 
session in their main ballroom, along 
with information booths from the Van-
couver Public Library’s South Hill 
branch, giving away free library cards. 
Naz’s Pharmacy provided free blood 
sugar tests. The refugees were also giv-
en a tour of the facilities and picked up 
donations. They are currently living in 
temporary residences provided by the 
Immigrant Services Society of British 
Columbia.
According to Saleem Spindari, the 
manager of MOSAIC’s refugee settle-
ment support services, the number of 
refugees expected to settle specifically 
in South Vancouver is still unknown. 
“So far, the number [in Vancouver] is 
1,440,” Spindari said. “In addition to 
those, 41 are privately sponsored.” 
“If I go and 
help, they 
wouldn’t 
be having 
the same 
feelings 
I had....
when we 
came, no 
one [spoke]
Arabic
MOHAMED AHMED
TRANSLATOR 
The minimum wage 
increase is set to be an-
nounced in March, but 
many say it’s not enough 
LOWEST PROVINCIAL 
minimum wages 
Random violent attacks 
are not typical of the 
neighbourhood, according 
to Vancouver police 
Refugees need translators
LUIS MINA photo
The wage increase may minimally affect students. 
By JORDAN MACDONALD
Two recent attacks in the Oakridge area are not indicative of a trend in South Vancouver’s neighbour-
hoods, according to police.
The random attacks took place on 
Jan. 23 and Feb. 4. Police have yet to lo-
cate suspects, raising concerns for stu-
dents over safety and whether violent 
attacks are a growing trend in the 
area.
Chelsy Lee is a first year history stu-
dent at Langara College.
“It’s kind of surprising it’s happen-
ing in such a residential area,” said 
Lee.
Violent crime in South Vancouver—
categorized as sex offences, assaults 
and robbery—represents only 11 per 
cent of all violent crimes in Vancouver. 
The South Vancouver neighbourhoods 
of Kensington-Cedar Cottage, Marpole, 
Oakridge, Sunset and Victoria-Fraser-
view make up five of Vancouver’s 24 
neighbourhoods.
   David Aucoin, the manager of safe-
ty, security & emergency management 
at Langara urged students to check out 
the Safe Walk program online. 
Aucoin’s tips include walking with 
confidence, carrying a cell phone, stay-
ing away from unlit areas, not walking 
alone and downloading emergency 
phone apps. 
Lee said she was aware of some of 
the services counseling and security 
offered on campus, but thought more 
awareness was needed. She suggested 
safety awareness campaigns in the col-
lege’s main hall could be useful. 
“It would be a good idea, especially 
for students who are new to Langara to 
find out information on what’s avail-
able to them to feel safe and how to ac-
cess those resources,” said Lee.
Const. Brian Montague from the 
Vancouver Police Department issued a 
press release stating that the attacks 
were not typical of the Oakridge neigh-
borhood. 
“There have been no additional inci-
dents of random violence in the 
Oakridge area,” said Montague via 
email. 
He suggested people be aware of 
their surroundings and to report suspi-
cious people and activity to the police. 
LINDA NGUYEN photos
Top: Syrian refugees check out 
a Vancouver Public Library 
information booth at the South 
Vancouver Neighbourhood 
House last Saturday. The VPL 
provided free library cards to 
refugees.
Left: A bulletin board from the 
event with notices for donations 
and Arabic-speaking volunteers 
to help new refugees looking to 
resettle in South Vancouver. 
Local event highlights the need for Arabic translators in Vancouver
1	 New Brunswick 
($10.30)
2	 British Columbia 
($10.45)
3	 Prince Edward Island 
($10.50)
4	 Saskatchewan 
($10.50)
5	 Quebec 
          ($10.55)
Source:  The Government of 
Canada: Labour Program
KOYALI BURMAN
South Vancouver 
Neighbourhood 
House commu-
nity development 
coordinator 
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snəw̓eyəɬ leləm̓ 
house of teachings
Branding to include 
Musqueam name
Hope for 
course 
change
Strategic 
plan to 
give more
Langara says it will consult with Musqueam as 
it adds new name to signs and banners
In the second part of The 
Voice’s four-part series on 
Langara’s strategic plan, 
we explore scholarships 
and bursary goals
Aboriginal studies instruc-
tor Mary Jane Joe hopes 
Langara will make indig-
enous studies mandatory 
By JENNA TYTGAT
Langara College is aiming to double the amount of scholarship and bur-sary money available to students by 
2020, and an outside expert says it’s a 
realistic goal.
In the Langara 2020 Strategic Plan, 
the college set a goal of having $1 mil-
lion for bursaries and $500,000 for 
scholarships made available to stu-
dents within the next four years.
“We receive more requests for funds 
than we have to disburse,” said assis-
tant registrar Laura Vail. “We do our 
best to maximize those funds to help as 
many students as possible,” she said.
“This goal set by the college is an ex-
cellent, and much needed, one,” Vail 
said.
To meet this 
objective, Langa-
ra is looking to-
wards alumni and 
donors.
In March, the 
Langara Founda-
tion will be 
launching a fund-
raiser called Sup-
port our Students. 
 “SOS will be a 
visible on-campus 
campaign with 
donation boxes, 
events, and fund-
raising initia-
tives,” said Ajay 
Patel, associate 
vice president of 
international and 
external develop-
ment. In 2014, the 
fundraiser raised over $35,000.
“[The college is] restructuring the 
Langara [College]  Foundation and put-
ting in place key policies that we need 
in order to maximize our fundraising 
opportunities,” Patel said.
Harvey McKinnon, president of Har-
vey McKinnon Associates, said he 
thinks Langara’s goal is realistic. McK-
innon has worked as a fundraising con-
sultant for over 35 years and has 
worked with the Canadian Cancer So-
ciety and Vancouver General Hospital.
“It’s a modest growth,” McKinnon 
said. “It’s quite doable.”
“I think there’s a lot of money out 
there,” he said, “[Langara] should have 
tons of alumni members who would 
consider it an honour to help another 
student get through college.” 
By ALISON PUDSEY
L
angara College is taking the time 
necessary to consult with the 
Musqueam First Nation as it 
works carefully to incorporate its 
new Musqueam name into the col-
lege’s branding.  
The college is located on unceded 
traditional territory of the Musqueam 
and to honour the strengthening rela-
tionship between Langara and the 
band, Chief Wayne Sparrow blessed 
the college with a new name on Jan. 
11, 2016. The name means ‘house of 
teachings’ in Halkomelem, the Mus-
queam language, and will soon be in-
corporated into Langara’s logo and 
signs.
“By honoring Musqueam and incor-
porating its symbols and traditions 
into the very fabric of the college you 
begin a process of reconciliation and 
lay a foundation for new and positive 
partnerships for the future,” said 
Sparrow, in a Langara press release.
“Receiving a name from the Mus-
queam is a great honour and we want 
to ensure that we integrate [the new 
name] in to the campus and our brand 
in a way that is appropriate and re-
spectful,” said Lisa Fisher, Langara’s 
director of communications and mar-
keting services.
As the first post secondary institu-
tion in B.C. to receive an indigenous 
name, Fisher said there’s not a lot of 
precedent on how best to incorporate 
the name.
 “We will be taking some time to 
consult with Musqueam and our com-
munity to make sure we do it well,” 
said Fisher.
Fisher said the first step will be to 
add a plaque to the historically signifi-
cant rock the Musqueam First Nation 
gifted to Langara as part of the nam-
ing process.
“A plaque has been ordered [for this 
spring] and will be added to the rock 
from Musqueam village,” said Fisher. 
Sandeep Gill, graphic designer for 
Van Gogh Designs, said that artistic 
consideration should be factored in for 
Langara’s new logo.
“It would look best if the Musqueam 
name was added below or beside the 
current logo, in a colour that is signifi-
cant to the Musqueam people and cor-
responds well with Langara’s brand-
ing colours,” said Gill.
Gill also suggested that once the 
name is added to signs it will be im-
portant for Langara to communicate 
the significance of the sign changes 
to the community. 
By ASHLEY SINGH
Universities such as SFU and UBC are exploring the possibility of man-datory indigenous studies courses, 
while Langara College has not made 
public any intentions of whether it will 
adopt a policy re-
quiring students to 
take indigenous 
studies courses.
One of the 
Truth and Recon-
ciliation Commis-
sion of Canada’s 
calls to action is 
that all post-sec-
ondary students 
across Canada in 
programs like so-
cial work, science, 
nursing, law, and 
journalism should be required to take at 
least one course in indigenous studies.
Langara aboriginal studies instructor 
Mary Jane Joe said she doesn’t know 
what Langara is planning on doing, but 
she is optimistic about Langara’s plans 
for mandatory indig-
enous studies cours-
es.
“I hope and trust 
that it will. We have 
a president here at 
the college who has 
a good vision for 
this very topic,” Joe 
said.
Meanwhile, Will 
Landon, aborginal 
students represen-
tative for University 
of Manitoba Stu-
dents’ Union, said 
he isn’t sold on the 
idea of universities 
adding mandatory 
courses.
“I think any kind 
of mandatory 
course takes away an amount of appre-
ciation, especially in liberal institutions 
where choice is paramount to the univer-
sity culture,” Landon said.
Professor and director of UBC’s First 
Nations House of Learning, Linc Kesler 
said education involving indigenous is-
sues is an important topic for students 
and is something UBC is looking to share 
with students and the general public. 
“The question we’re thinking about 
now is how to do that effectively and of 
course whether it should be a require-
ment...or how it should be located in dif-
ferent disciplines,” Kesler said.
Kesler said another key issue is find-
ing qualified instructors.
“It’s the most difficult subject to teach 
that requires the most instructor fi-
nesse,” he said. “Right now we’re con-
stantly looking to develop programs 
and opportunities for aboriginal schol-
ars to become professors, it’s some-
thing that’s going to take time.”
“
By 
honoring 
Musqueam 
and incor-
porating 
its symbols 
and tradi-
tions into 
the very 
fabric of 
the college 
you begin 
a process 
of recon-
ciliation 
CHIEF WAYNE 
SPARROW 
 
MUSQUEAM FIRST 
NATION
JENNA TYTGAT photo
Langara students can apply for 
bursaries and scholarships which 
are given out based on merit and 
need.
ALISON PUDSEY photo
A plaque has been ordered for the historically significant rock that was gifted to Langara as part 
of the naming ceremony when the college received its Musqueam name.
LINC KESLER
Director, UBC’s 
First Nations 
House of Learning
	 2015: over $506,000 
awarded in bursaries 
to students
	 Goal for 2020:  
$1 million of 
bursaries 
	 2015: over $232,000 
given out in scholar-
ships
	 Goal for 2020:  
$500,000 awarded  
in scholarships
Source: Langara 2020 Strategic 
Plan; Laura Vail
 
MONEY
matters
CLARIFICATION
In last week’s edition of The Voice 
our article “Satisfaction with skills is 
off target” implied that the DACSO 
survey and a survey of baccalaureate 
graduates had different questions. 
We wanted to clarify that the survey 
questions were the same for the dif-
ferent groups of students.
The TRC recommends 
mandatory indig-
enous studies in 
several areas
	 Law
	 Nursing 
	 Journalism
	 Social work
	 Medicine
Source: Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of 
Canada
AREAS 
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By NICO HERNANDEZ
B
attle of the Birds, a play by 
award-winning playwright and 
Studio 58 grad Kevin Loring, 
was a highlight at this year’s 
Talking Stick Festival, which showcas-
es aboriginal culture through various 
art forms. 
Battle of the Birds is based on a 
Nlaka’pamux tribal story about power 
abuse and domestic violence. The play 
tells the story of a community in the 
mythical “Bird Nation” rallying to re-
solve the issues of a domestic abuse 
victim.
Loring’s theatre company Savage 
Society tells “contemporary aboriginal 
stories sourcing myth, tradition and 
contemporary aboriginal perspec-
tives.” They aim to attack precon-
ceived notions about Aboriginal Peo-
ples and portray their values in 
modern society.
 “You look at the comments sec-
tion online, and you will find enough 
preconceived notions and ig-
norance to last a life-time,” 
Loring said.
 “You develop a thick 
skin, and it fuels your 
motivation to do bet-
ter art.”
Bruce Kennedy, 
technical director 
at Studio 58, at-
tributed Loring’s 
successful career 
to his determina- tion 
and past experi- ences. 
 “Loring has been success-
ful in his ability to craft and 
tell a story,” Ken- nedy said. 
“He has been able to assimi-
late his experiences in his story, 
and that’s all you can ask for in this 
profession.”
Talking Stick Festival presented 
Battle of the Birds at the Round-
house Community Arts & Recre-
ation Centre on Feb.19 and 20. The 
annual festival, hosted by Full 
Circle, provides a platform to 
aboriginal artists.
Margo Kane, founder of Full 
Circle and a leading figure in 
aboriginal performing arts, 
said there is a need to create 
performance opportunities for 
aboriginal artists.
“We want [the city of Vancou-
ver] to know that there is a cre-
ative energy blossoming in their 
midst,” Kane said. 
“This is the territory of the 
Coast Salish people, and we need 
to honour and acknowledge that, 
and share their artistic prac-
tices as well.”
By SIMRAN GILL
Residents in South Vancouver have a reason to celebrate as new bars and pubs are popping up in the 
area.
Dublin Crossing Irish Pub, a new pub 
on Marine Drive, is one of the few plac-
es in South Vancouver where residents 
can get a drink. 
Greg Yorke, manager of the pub, said 
he’s unsure as to why there is a short-
age of drinking hot spots in South Van-
couver, as his pub is doing well. 
“We have been fairly busy for being a 
new establishment. We already have a 
lot of regular customers. People who 
work in the buildings near by come by 
often but not a lot of students yet,” 
Yorke said. 
Yorke added that 
South Vancouver 
residents would 
benefit from hav-
ing more pub-like 
venues. 
“Pubs are ideal 
because they are 
much more re-
laxed. You can 
meet your friends 
for a beer and com-
forting food and 
just hang out,” he said. 
Mia Sivic, sociology student at Lang-
ara College, said she feels it is an incon-
venience that she has to go downtown 
to get a drink. 
“I wish that there were more pubs 
close to Langara because I like hanging 
out and grabbing a bite to eat and some 
drinks with my friends, and not have to 
go out of our way to all meet down-
town,” Sivic said. 
 Gurpreet Sandhu, a South Vancou-
ver resident, said she frequents the 
Hudson’s Landing Pub in South Van-
couver when she wants to relax and not 
go too far from home. 
Sandhu said she wishes that there 
was a wider range of pubs in the area 
because Hudson’s Landing Pub gets too 
busy during peak hours since it is one 
of the few pubs in South Vancouver. 
 “Vancouver is such a foodie city that 
it’s nice to have pub-style restaurants.
You get the same service as in a restau-
rant in a more relaxed atmosphere,” 
Sandhu said.  
By DANIEL DADI-CANTARINO
South Vancouver’s Metro Theatre has pushed its own boundaries with Five Women Wearing the 
Same Dress, a humorous yet thought-
provoking play. 
The play, which lays out the experi-
ences of five women at a wedding re-
ception, has been described as “Brides-
maids crossed with Sex and the City” 
in a press release. 
 Presenting itself as a comedy on the 
surface, the play delves into issues 
women face such as misogyny, ho-
mophobia and rape. The play also gives 
audiences a quick flash of nudity. 
Anthony Stonechild, stage manager 
for the production, said Metro Theatre 
chose the play because it deals with 
many “hot-button issues.”  
“We talk about AIDS in this play, we 
talk about infidelity and all kinds of 
things, and to hear these topics being 
addressed by strong women charac-
ters, and none of these characters be-
ing written as at all stereotypical, it’s 
very refreshing,” Stonechild said. 
    Director Don Briard said the play 
might generate interesting reactions 
from the audience as Metro Theatre 
has a reputation for presenting pro-
ductions with a more conservative fla-
vour. 
 “They [playwrights] don’t pull any 
punches with respect to language, a 
couple of the characters are a bit foul 
mouthed, and while they’re people that 
you guys [youth] would probably rec-
ognize, some of our audience would 
not. It’ll be interesting to see,” Briard 
said. 
The play was met with cheers and 
applause from the crowd after the 
opening night performance.
Gwen Mackie, a long-time patron of 
the Metro Theatre, said she appreciat-
ed the production’s message despite its 
graphic content. 
“I think it’s very up-to-date with how 
young people feel these days, so it’s 
good for us to hear that, but it was still 
very surprising, we weren’t expecting 
that,” Mackie said. 
Five Women Wearing the Same 
Dress runs until March 12 at Metro 
Theatre. 
First Nations play takes flight 
Metro Theatre’s bold play creates stir
Residents 
revel as pubs 
come to 
South Van
Business is thriving for 
some new watering holes 
that have cropped up in 
South Vancouver
Studio 58 grad’s play on domestic abuse stuns at theatre festival
MIA SIVIC
First-year sociol-
ogy student
Five Women Wearing the 
Same Dress highlights 
women’s issues in a funny 
and provocative manner
DANIEL DADI-CANTARINO photos
Top: The cast of Five Women Wearing the Same Dress 
performs at Metro Theatre. 
Bottom: Actors Michelle Weinbom and Christine Rein-
fort 
SIMRAN GILL photo
Dublin Crossing Irish Pub on Ma-
rine Drive is one of the few drink-
ing spots in South Vancouver.
THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES (1996)
 Eve Ensler
SAINT JOAN (1923)
George Bernard Shaw
AUGUST: OSAGE COUNTY(2007)
Tracy Letts
THE GLASS MENAGERIE (1944)
Tennessee Williams
THE PRIME OF MISS JEAN BRODIE (1966)
Jay Presson Allen 
FAMOUS PLAYS
about women
“We want 
[the city 
of Van-
couver] to 
know that 
there is a 
creative 
energy 
blossom-
ing in their 
midst
MARGO KANE
FOUNDER
FULL CIRCLE
CHRIS RANDLE photo
Community members of the mythical Bird Nation come together to help a domestic abuse victim in Loring’s play “Battle of the Birds.”
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Cost is high for earlobe repairs
Surgery for saggy ear holes can cost up to $1,000 per ear
They gathered to enjoy 
ladies night, meet new 
people, use their time to 
build community 
Ladies eat, 
play, love 
chocolate 
The changing image of poutine
By BRIAN KUROKAWA
T
he cost of surgery to repair ear 
gauges may stretch your wallet.
Ear gauges are a cosmetic 
practice that enlarges a hole in 
the wearer’s ears by inserting increas-
ingly larger “gauges” or earrings. Once 
a popular trend, a deterrent to surgery 
reversing the large holes might be the 
cost, which can run between $750 to 
$1,000 per ear, according to Dr. Benja-
min Gelfant.
Although he has seen people for the 
procedure, it is still fairly uncommon 
for people to get it done, said Gelfant, a 
cosmetic surgeon.
“I’ve seen a few people over the 
years who have worn large earrings, 
stretched earlobes, big hole in the ear 
and they want that eradicated,” Gelfant 
said.
Not everyone is as keen on having 
ear lobe enlargement, said Debora Pai-
sana, a pastry chef. “My family doesn’t 
like them, and my people at work don’t 
like them either. They think it is weird 
and gross.” 
But that didn’t stop her. “I did my 
background information, so, I thought I 
knew what I was getting into,” Paisana 
said. “I have them in and I am actually 
going to increase the size, but in the fu-
ture I will be removing them.”
After several months, the larger 
gauges stretch the skin around the ear 
lobes, causing it to lose shape. Remov-
ing the ear gauge after its fully 
stretched leaves a hole in the lobe, 
which is what would require surgery to 
repair, according to Paisana.
Alisha Maharaj, a resident of Mis-
sion, initially made the decision to 
stretch her ears after seeing them for 
the first time on a friend of hers, who 
offered her old ones to get started.  Ma-
haraj has no intention of removing her 
gauges, after five years of having them 
in.
“Since having my child my feelings 
towards them haven’t changed at all,” 
even saying she wants to upsize her 
gauges.
BRIAN KUROKAWA photo
Metal stainless steel earlobe guage 
before removal.  
By ALYD LLEWELLYN
	 “Poutine” is Quebe-
cois for “a mess”
	 Largest poutine in 
the world was made 
in Saguenay, Que. 
and weighed 654 kg 
- as much as a large 
horse
	 Most expensive 
poutine au foie gras 
is $23 in Montreal
	 In a 2010 poutine-
eating contest in 
Toronto, the winner 
ate 5.9 kg of poutine.
	 Poutine was cre-
ated in 1957 when a 
trucker asked to add 
cheese curds to his 
fries in Warwick, Que.
	 The average male 
would have to jog 2.5 
hours to burn off a 
portion of poutine.
Source: Maclean’s magazine
	
POUTINE
fun facts
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Poutine dishes available during annual challenge.
“Once a pop-
ular trend, 
a deterrent 
to surgery 
reversing 
the large 
holes might 
be the cost, 
which can 
run be-
tween $750 
and $1,000 
per ear
DR. BENJAMIN 
GELFANT 
COSMETIC SURGEON
With the 5th annual Vancouver Foodster Poutine Challenge un-derway, participating restau-
rants are focused on making their sub-
mitted poutine recipes stand out from 
the crowd, and they’re not trimming the 
fat.
Poutine is not known as the healthi-
est of foods but is increasingly popular 
in one of Canada’s most health con-
scious urban centres – and the proof is 
in the gravy as 10 restaurants around 
Vancouver participate in this year’s 
challenge. 
Statistics Canada ranks Vancouver 
in the healthiest top 10 cities, but for 
many the taste of poutine is all too 
tempting. According to Richard Wolak, 
the editor of Vancouver Foodster, many 
of the dishes this year are less tradi-
tional takes on the classic fries, gravy 
and cheese curds, compared to previ-
ous years.
“A lot of restaurants decided to cre-
ate something new for this year’s chal-
lenge, which has resulted in some pret-
ty strange submissions,” said Wolak. 
“One of our participants for example, U 
& I Thai, didn’t even know what poutine 
was when I contacted them, and yet 
their yam, taro and yellow curry fla-
voured dish ended up being really 
cool.”
These different versions of the Cana-
dian classic make it difficult to know 
the real dietary cost, said Melissa Bak-
er, a registered dietitian. 
Baker said poutine can be enjoyed in 
moderation, but the unhealthy risks 
will depend on how often it’s eaten and 
on the ingredients and preparation 
methods. 
Other submissions include a mix of 
old and new, such as a Japanese bar-
beque skewer-type recipe made with 
foie gras and korokke style cheese 
curds, and the use of maple syrup, in 
substitution for gravy. 
“It’s hard to know the content with-
out knowing the recipe. You’re not eat-
ing it as a health food,” said Baker, “The 
sodium would be the biggest concern. 
It’s also going to be high in fat and calo-
ries.”
The contest runs until Feb. 28.
New poutine dishes have 
resulted in some pretty 
strange submissions, says 
food expert 
By VERONNICA MACKILLOP
Red wine and chat are usually as-sociated with ladies night, how-ever, chocolate tasting and judg-
ing was substituted for red wine this 
time.
Most of the women live in South 
Vancouver, and they gathered to enjoy 
their night, meet new people, using 
their time to build community, accord-
ing to attendees. Close to 15 women 
gathered for the monthly ladies’ night 
River District Centre on Feb. 17, and 
Valentines Day brought a chocolate 
flavour.   
 Vienna Luke and Sunny Kim, com-
munity relations managers, ran the 
night. “Neither one of us are experts,” 
said Luke. “But we both love choco-
late. We thought it would be fun to 
have events aimed at women. Ladies 
nights are really good for community 
building.” 
The event is great for newcomers to 
the area, said two women who attend-
ed the event. Jan Quiring and Lynn Di 
Meo, enjoy these nights and use the 
opportunity to meet people. “They’re 
great if you’re new to the community,” 
said Di Meo. 
Sheets of paper were given out with 
a rubric for tasting the chocolate. This 
included appearance, texture, taste, 
and smell. The other chocolate fla-
vours of the night were pomegranate 
hazelnut, extra dark, chilli and cinna-
mon, sea salt and almonds, vanilla 
caramel crunch, and salted toffee with 
banana.
Di Meo added that she came to the 
night because it sounded fun, “well, 
besides the fact that I love chocolate.” 
Quiring said the chocolate night 
piqued her interest. “I thought it 
sounded fun, and decided to invite my 
neighbour, Jan.” Both women were 
pleased with the event and look for-
ward to attending similar events in 
the future. 
EAR GAUGES ARE NOT STUD EARRINGS
They are big holes filled with wood or metal plugs
HOLES CAN SHRINK BACK IF THEY ARE 1/2 
INCH IN DIAMETER
Larger holes need plastic surgery
FIXING EAR GAUGES IS A NEW PLASTIC 
SURGERY
Scar tissue is removed around the hole and the sides are 
stitched together
ANESTHESIA IS DONE INTRAVENOUSLY 
Local anesthesia is also used
SMOKING MAKES THE WOUNDS WORSE AND 
CAN CAUSE SCARS
Most patients are young men and they smoke. Healing 
takes longer for smokers
Source: Eyewitness News
EAR GAUGES
facts
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Sexual assault is a crime that does not need to be made more compli-cated by Langara’s lack of clear 
policy. 
Buried in Langara’s Student Code of 
Conduct is a line of 
text that prohibits 
sexual misconduct 
but there is yet to 
be a single policy 
that shows how the 
college would han-
dle sexual assaults 
and what conse-
quences abusers 
would face, wheth-
er students or fac-
ulty. 
According to a 
Maclean’s article 
from October 2014, one in five women 
in Canada will be sexually assaulted as 
students. The Toronto Star reported in 
November 2014 that only nine of 102 Ca-
nadian universities and colleges have 
policies designed to deal with sexual 
assault. 
If the crime were not one that pre-
dominantly affected women, would 
there be such a void of action on cam-
puses? If one in five men were violently 
assaulted during their academic ca-
reers, would there be policies in place 
to prevent and penalize these crimes?
Sexual assault often leaves survivors 
feeling ashamed and at fault.
Langara’s web page discussing sexu-
al assault does a good job of addressing 
the issue of victim shaming:
“Sexual assault is not the survivor’s 
fault and is a violent crime. What 
clothes a person wore, where they 
were, who they were with, or whether 
they were under the influence of drugs 
or alcohol at the time of their assault 
does not make them responsible for 
any violence they may experience,” the 
website says.
“The only person responsible for a 
sexual assault is the person who com-
mits the crime.”
If it’s understood that sexual assault 
is a violent crime, which abusers are 
responsible for, then the process for re-
porting sexual assault should be made 
as easy as possible for survivors.
Although Langara makes it clear 
survivors are not at fault, colleges and 
academic institutions across Canada 
need to clarify what actions they will 
take when sexual assault cases are re-
ported. Sexual assault affects a large 
number of students across the country 
and to create a safe environment for all 
students, this unfortunate reality can-
not be ignored.
I think it is important that students have a place to drink and relax out-side of class, but the off-campus op-
tions currently available to Langara 
students are limited.
The new Dublin Crossing Irish Pub 
at Marine Gateway is making it easier 
for Langara Students to get a drink 
near campus.
Although it’s already open and run-
ning, it will have its grand opening on 
Feb. 25.
A combination of class, work, and 
life in general, can be very stressful for 
students.
The current options for a drink on or 
near campus don’t suffice.
One can always get a drink at the 
Langara Sushi 
Café, however, 
there have been 
difficulties for 
some interna-
tional students 
when it comes to 
purchasing alco-
hol there, and 
their business 
hours are limit-
ed.
It is important 
for busy and 
h a r d w o r k i n g 
students to kick 
back with their 
favourite class-
mates and dis-
cuss their lives 
over drinks 
without the 
presence of their 
campus looming 
in the back-
ground.
This new pub 
will offer a 
healthy break 
from the monot-
ony of school 
life.
Before Dublin 
Crossing was even built, the closest 
pub to Langara was Elephant Walk 
Neighbourhood Pub, a hefty half hour 
commute via transit from Langara.
Dublin Crossing is a much more rea-
sonable one-stop ride to the Marine 
Drive station on the Canada Line. 
Both SFU and the UBC have pubs on-
campus and it is understandable why 
Langara College does not.
Campus pubs are expensive to sus-
tain, and we do not have the same re-
sources they do.
The new pub at Marine Drive Station 
will provide a nice option for Langara 
students to at least have somewhere 
close to go have a drink.
Now that we have this new option, I 
urge students to go and support your 
local businesses.
But please, drink responsibly.
T
here is an abundance of stories 
in The Voice about our student 
government, the Langara Stu-
dents’ Union (or, LSU, as it is so 
amiably known in the newsroom).
Despite the number of stories we run 
about the LSU, readers might notice a 
common theme throughout: they are 
essentially all about how the LSU lacks 
transparency.
I’ve personally never concerned my-
self with student politics until I came to 
Langara.
During my undergrad, I rarely heard 
about the student association at my 
university. I only knew where the stu-
dent union building was because that’s 
where the pub was.
I didn’t realize how badly student 
unions could act towards the very peo-
ple they represent, or that these stu-
dent unions had so much to hide.
Two examples stand out to me: the 
recent BCIT inci-
dent, and when 
one of The Voice 
reporters was 
nearly suspended. 
Both are proof that 
these student asso-
ciations might not 
necessarily look 
out for the best in-
terests of the stu-
dent body, but have 
their own private 
agendas.
The student 
unions should look to larger gover-
nance, such as federal politics, to mod-
el their behaviour after. Everyone 
wants our federal government to be 
transparent and support the citizens. 
We want them to be in office for the 
sake of the people, not themselves.
Maybe the problem lies in the fact 
that we are entrusting fellow students, 
who may not have much experience 
with politics to take up such an impor-
tant position that bears so much re-
sponsibility.
Maybe politics just gets to people’s 
heads.
The students vote the student unions 
into office, because we, as the student 
body, are promised that we will be 
properly represented and supported.
We vote you in, you work for us.
We’re not even asking you to do a 
great job. The very least you can do for 
the students is to be transparent, so 
that the trust in the union can be main-
tained.
Langara’s Secret Union
We want to hear from you
Got a different point of view?
Write to us.
Problems with something we’ve said?
Let us know.
Think we got a fact wrong?
Tell us.
Journalism instructor 
Erica Bulman oversees 
The Voice. Email her at 
ebulman@langara.bc.ca
The Voice is 
published by Langara 
College’s journalism 
department. Editorial 
opinions are those 
of the staff and are 
independent of 
views of the student 
government and 
administration. We 
welcome letters to 
the editor. They may 
be edited for brevity. 
Your letter must 
include your name 
and phone number.
HOW TO REACH US
PHONE
604-323-5396
E-MAIL
thevoice@langara.bc.ca
DROP-IN
Room A226
Langara College
There is a mailbox at 
the entrance to the 
journalism rooms.  
SNAIL MAIL
The Voice
100 West 49th Ave.
Vancouver, B.C.
V5Y 2Z6
WEBSITE
www.langaravoice.ca
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Sexual assault policy needed
“The cur-
rent op-
tions for a 
drink on 
or near 
campus 
don’t 
suffice
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Students stymied by college unions
Recent events at BCIT highlight issues of transparency and accountability at Langara
Transparency necessary: university unions
LAWS 
in place
By CHANDLER WALTER  
and CHANTELLE DEACON
C
omplaints of censorship and a 
lack of transparency at post-sec-
ondary student governments 
have student journalists calling 
the unions’ legitimacy into question.
Recent events have highlighted the 
issue. At BCIT, journalism students 
were suspended for posting an internal 
student association email which sug-
gested they spin a story about a warn-
ing of a campus voyeur. Langara stu-
dent journalists have also faced 
difficulties with their union. The LSU 
has been unwilling to disclose informa-
tion about an aborted election or the 
names of its staff, paid for through stu-
dent dues. Repeated interview re-
quests by The Voice have been consis-
tently denied.
Lack of oversight, student apathy 
and an unwillingness by these student 
associations to speak out on issues 
have led to a culture of silence verging 
on antagonism towards the college’s 
student publications. While student 
media attempt to keep their unions ac-
countable, in recent years accounts 
show they have been regularly stone-
walled and, on occasion, even muzzled. 
“We were not able to attain an inter-
view with anyone in the [union] office,” 
according to Curt Morgan, another 
BCIT journalism student who was re-
moved by security from the BCIT Stu-
dent Association’s office after request-
ing an interview with the association’s 
vice-president regarding a voyeur re-
ported on campus. 
“Even the receptionist was in on it.”
 Morgan’s interview request came 
after two other BCIT student journal-
ists –– Lindsay Howe and Jessica Fedi-
gan –– were suspended by the school’s 
administration after posting an email 
they received from the association’s 
publications manager, Dan Post.
The email told the journalists to use 
the “opportunity” of the alleged voyeur 
on campus to promote “all the positive 
BCIT student stories.” It went on to say 
the voyeur incident was a “non-news 
story”.
According to B.C.’s Society Act, 
which regulates student organizations 
and governments, student govern-
ments must conduct themselves in a 
way that promotes the “public inter-
est”. An investigation can be called by 
the provincial government if they are 
found in violation. 
Student unions in-
corporate account-
ability into their by-
laws; however, there 
is no outside over-
sight and the unions 
themselves decide 
how to act against 
members who vio-
late policies. And 
while students are 
allowed to view re-
cords of unions un-
der the act, there’s 
no method to en-
force they adhere to 
that rule, according 
to Stanley Tromp, 
an investigative 
journalist and free-
dom of information 
caucus coordinator 
at the Canadian As-
sociation of Journal-
ists. Tromp graduat-
ed from Langara’s journalism program 
in 1993. 
“It seems hopeless to expect any-
thing to come through the Society Act,” 
Tromp said. “People ... if they don’t like 
what is going on they have to go to 
court to enforce [it]. But most people 
can’t afford that so that’s not working.”
Elsewhere, Kier Junos, a staff re-
porter at Kwantlen Polytechnic Univer-
sity’s The Runner, said the school’s stu-
dents’ association has a history of 
wrongful transactions, most notably 
when they were alleged to have mis-
managed $2-million worth of student 
contributions in 2006.  An accounting 
firm hired to audit the union found de-
leted emails and missing financial doc-
uments, and B.C. courts determined 
the members involved to have breached 
their “fudiciary duties”. 
In 2011, investigative articles from 
The Runner uncovered that newly-
elected executives were related to 
those involved in the earlier scandal in 
2006. A special general meeting was 
held to impeach the board office. The 
motion was passed with the entire 
Kwantlen Students Association board 
being voted out, a new board voted in, 
and a revised version of bylaws put in 
place.
The KSA’s current level of transpar-
ency has improved over the last five 
years, according to Junos. “The KSA is 
very aware about all these shortcom-
ings that the previous bylaws had, and 
now they’ve really patched up some 
holes, I think,” he said.
While KSA’s website, like many oth-
ers, has a detailed list of names, emails, 
and numbers of their council members, 
the Langara Students’ Union has noth-
ing similar posted on its website. 
Instead, it has character-limited on-
line forms for either students or media 
to fill out, and its staff have filed official 
complaints to the administration about 
a student journalist they perceived as 
“aggressive”. They also complained 
that another student reporter, who was 
standing on a chair taking video of an 
event for their assignment, was intimi-
dating. 
A staff representative from the Lan-
gara Students’ Union —who would not 
disclose their name –– said there is a 
bylaw stating that all communications 
to The Voice be done through the online 
platform. 
They also explained that those regu-
lations are in place to protect its mem-
bers from being targeted, or potentially 
losing a job opportunity because of a 
negative article. 
The board picks a media relations 
committee that meets and answers all 
and any media questions. 
They said that the LSU would not 
disclose the names of committee mem-
bers elected by the student body. 
The LSU bylaws make no mention of 
a media policy, though it does state that 
the student affairs officer normally 
speaks on its behalf. No other council 
members may speak on its behalf un-
less “expressly authorized to do so by a 
Council resolution.” 
A member may be voted out if acting 
in a way contrary to the public inter-
ests, it also states. The union, which is 
responsible for managing student fees, 
keeps a budget which is viewable by 
members with 48 hours notice and un-
der the watchful eye of a council or 
staff member to ensure the records 
aren’t reproduced. 
Jenna Theny, a fine arts student at 
Langara, previously attended Capilano 
University, and was a member of the 
Capilano Students’ Union. 
She said the second-floor location of 
the Langara Students’ Union reception 
acts as another barrier between the 
union and its students. 
“I know, as a student, even though 
I’m paying fees to them and they’re 
elected by a student body, I wouldn’t 
necessarily feel comfortable going up 
there,” she said. Other students inter-
viewed in the LSU said they weren’t 
knowledgable enough about the union 
to comment.  
But this student apathy may also be 
a large contributor to corruption in stu-
dent governments, Theny said, “Be-
cause they’re not being watched and 
because there is such apathy, it can feel 
like you have no boss.” 
She stressed students should be act-
ing as watchdogs on their student 
unions, as there is significant risk. 
“This isn’t monopoly money. There is a 
lot of cold, hard cash involved here.”
By ANNA TILLEY
Maintaining transparency and an open flow of information are vi-tal for managing controversial 
issues say representatives of student 
governments at the University of B.C., 
Simon Fraser University and Capilano 
University. 
But how students and the represen-
tatives they represent communicate is 
often a difficult challenge, the student 
representatives say. It’s an issue they 
say is at the forefront of their man-
dates.  But it is a challenge that many 
student governments feel lies at the 
forefront of their mandates.
Zach Renwick, president of the Cap-
ilano Students’ Union (CSU), an organi-
zation whose bylaws, policies, budget 
and meeting minutes are available on-
line, said that secretive unions should 
ring warning bells. “Often times if you 
give people all the information they 
might be more understanding of how 
you came to the decision,” he said.
Issues of student concern, said Alex 
Kilpatrick, the communications assis-
tant of UBC’s Alma Mater Society, re-
quire timely response.  
He pointed to the recent AMS state-
ment about how the controversial de-
parture of UBC President Arvind Gup-
ta left elected student representatives 
out of key conversations as an example 
of clear communication with members. 
“If we were deceptive it would be ex-
tremely unfair to our students,” said 
Kilpatrick. Student societies that aren’t 
open to criticism can cause problems, 
said Kathleen Yang, vice-president of 
external relations at the Simon Fraser 
Student Society (SFSS).
The SFSS ran into difficulties with 
its attempt to pass a resolution allow-
ing them to get a loan in order to build 
a new student union building and sta-
dium.  
In early 2015, an SFSS had to hold a 
special general meeting in response to 
a claim that a previous “yes” vote in 
October 2014 did not properly accom-
modate all members.  The ensuing vote 
was rejected. In response, Yang ex-
plained, the SFSS increased outreach 
to learn how to better service students. 
The plan passed in September 2015. 
“Students are ultimately the owners 
of the organization and should be hav-
ing a say in all activities of the society,” 
she said. 
CHANDLER WALTER photo
The Langara Students’ Union, whose building is pictured above, has repeatedly stonewalled Langara journalism students. 
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Student apathy may contribute to transparency issues 
at LSU, according to Jenna Theny.
“If we were 
deceptive 
it would be 
extremely 
unfair to 
our stu-
dents
ALEX KILPATRICK 
UBC AMS 
COMMUNICATIONS 
ASSISTANT
“It seems 
hopeless 
to expect 
anything 
to come 
through 
the Society 
Act  
STANLEY TROMP 
Investigative 
journalist 
B.C.’S SOCIETY ACT:
	 Dictates that all 
organizations, 
including student 
governments, act 
in a way that pro-
motes the “public 
interest”.  
	 It also states all organiza-
tions allow members, 
including students, to 
view records pretaining 
to the operations of that 
organization.
	 If an organization 
violates the act an 
investigation may be 
called by the provincial 
government, who will 
appoint an investigator. 
LSU BYLAWS: 
	 Stipulates that 
no other council 
member may 
speak on the LSU’s 
behalf, except for 
the student affairs 
officer, without an 
approved resolu-
tion.
University unions say 
communication is crucial
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Justin Chan (top) and Tyus Chow train for national team tryouts on Langara’s front lawn.
The ultimate trip to Poland
Justin Chan and Tyus Chow put their ultimate abilities to the test
By SCOTT FORBES
T
wo Langara students are attend-
ing tryouts this week in the hope 
of representing Canada at the 
World Junior Ultimate Champi-
onships this summer in Warsaw, Po-
land.
Competition will be fierce as Justin 
Chan and Tyus Chow, both kinesiology 
students, vie with approximately 150 of 
the best ultimate players across Cana-
da for 21 roster spots.
Both players were part of the B.C. ju-
nior team that came within a point of 
winning last year’s national champion-
ship in Winnipeg, but the chance to 
make the national junior team is very 
different.  “Honestly, I can’t really com-
pare it to any other tryout because they 
haven’t been this big,” said Chan.
Both players are trying to make the 
team as defenders, and feel they bring 
unique talents to the tryout.  “Defence 
is a lot about grinding and pushing 
yourself beyond what you can do and a 
lot of defenders don’t have that stamina 
to defend their mark all the way,” said 
Chan.  
Chow echoed the sentiment of push-
ing himself to the limit of his capabili-
ties. “My mentality is to keep going no 
matter how tired you are, because I re-
ally like that feeling of competing with 
your check and beating them in the 
mind game of who’s going to last lon-
ger,” he said.
Jon Hayduk, head coach of the Cana-
dian junior men’s team, said the two 
players bring different skill sets to the 
tryouts.  “Tyus is a very athletic player 
who brings a determination and a work 
ethic that is always valuable, and Justin 
is very quick and explosive, and he’s 
always good for a couple of good lay-
outs a game,” he said.
Both players are aware of the chal-
lenge of making one of the world’s best 
junior teams.  “It’s pretty intimidating,” 
said Chan. Chow said a lot of his prepa-
ration is about clearing his mind and 
staying focused on his actions.
The tryouts take place at St. George’s 
School on Feb. 28.
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Zoe Garega, a Grade 11 student, 
attends the Falcons ID camp.
Falcons 
start team 
recruiting
Town ’n Country hosts provincials
By REUBEN DONGALEN JR.
South Vancouver’s Town ’n Coun-try Bowl will host the Youth Bowl Canada provincial championship 
on Feb. 27. 
Youth Bowl Canada and the Canadi-
an Tenpin Federation are the two ma-
jor bowling leagues in Canada. Youth 
Bowl Canada contains three competi-
tive divisions categorized by age: ban-
tams, juniors and seniors. 
Amanda Tang, a participant in the 
senior girls’ division, was older than 
most when she developed her interest 
in bowling.
The first-year UBC student hasn’t 
been bowling for very long in compari-
son to some of the other athletes repre-
senting Town ’n Country. However, her 
late start to the sport has motivated her 
to compete at a high level.
“I joined in Grade 8, whereas you can 
see the bantams who are quite young-
er. I don’t have as much experience. It’s 
a challenge trying to catch up with ev-
eryone, and be at the competitive level 
with the same people who have been 
bowling for a long time,” she said. 
On the other hand, 16-year-old Kyle 
Adams, a competitor in the senior boys’ 
division, has been bowling for almost 
his entire life, according to his mother 
Colleen Adams.
“Kyle’s been a competitive bowler 
ever since he got on the lanes 10 years 
ago,” she said.
This year’s provincial championship 
is not his first experience with high-
level competition, and he’s not lacking 
any experience going into the Feb. 27 
event. 
Mike Gerla, a managing partner at 
Town ’n Country Bowl, recognizes the 
importance the provincial champion-
ships has for the young athletes. 
“We’ve hosted it a few times. It’s the 
provincial finals. The winning bowlers 
will move onto the national champion-
ships in May. Bowling doesn’t have the 
notoriety as some sports—[the provin-
cial championships] gives the younger 
athletes a chance to showcase their 
abilities,” he said. 
Junior bowlers from across 
B.C. will descend on the 
South Vancouver alley
By NATALIE DUNSMUIR
With six months to go until the Langara Falcons’ next soccer season, coaches for the men’s 
and women’s teams have started recruit-
ing new players. 
Both coaches are looking for players 
who have college-level skill, strong work 
ethics, good attitudes and who will meet 
Langara’s academic expectations.
“At this level, players are all very 
skilled,” said Ryan Birt, coach of the Fal-
cons women’s soccer team. “So it’s kind 
of ‘what are the things that separate 
those players?’ And a lot of the time for 
me it’s work rate, it’s attitude.” 
On top of scouting at local games, Birt 
ran an ID camp last week to identify 
promising athletes. About 20 prospective 
players showed up at Burnaby Lake for 
the camp, along with eight members of 
the current Langara team. Most players 
were in Grades 11 or 12 and are from 
schools scattered throughout the Lower 
Mainland. For them, the Langara team 
represents a chance to meld academics 
with soccer.  
Hannah Partridge, a Grade 12 student 
at R.A. McMath Secondary School in 
Richmond is planning on taking market-
ing at Langara and has already commit-
ted to the women’s soccer team.
“Academically it fit for me,” she said. 
“And I like Ryan. He’s a good coach.” 
“When you get the academic side of it 
that’s appealing, and you get the soccer 
program that’s appealing, then it be-
comes a place where kids want to go,” 
Birt said. 
According to Marc Rizzardo, coach of 
the Falcons men’s soccer team, recruit-
ment is fairly successful for him, espe-
cially since Kwantlen Polytechnic Uni-
versity is shutting down its sports 
department. This season, his team is also 
attracting the interest of international 
students as Langara becomes increas-
ingly global. 
“It looks like we’ll probably have three 
[international students] on our team,” 
Rizzardo said. “I probably get one or two, 
sometimes three, requests a week from 
an international student.” 
For Brynn Johnstone, a Grade 12 stu-
dent at Delta Secondary School who is 
hoping to make the Falcons women’s 
team, soccer is more than just a game. 
“It’s something I’m really passionate 
about,” Johnstone said.
The Langara women’s soc-
cer team scouts new talent 
at identification camp
“It’s a chal-
lenge trying 
to catch up 
with every-
one
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